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Figure 18. Natalia Martinkus’ detachment at Maiak camp belonging to the Ministry of 

Defense, the early 1970s, exact date and year unknown. 

 

Nevertheless, a number of pictures in her album present something different:  
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Figure 19. Natalia (upper right corner), her friend, and their counselor, Volodia, relaxing 

on the beach. Maiak camp, the early 1970s. 

 

 

It is rather unlikely that a picture like this would have entered a camp album. As I 

have shown, the concept shaping the construction of these albums could be formulated as 

organized active rest.408 Their authors aimed to show to the authorities that the camp was 

fulfilling the functions prescribed by the Komsomol. Pictures portraying pioneers’ rest at 

the beach occurred, yet their composition was different: 

                                                           
408 I discuss the meaning of active rest in depth in the second chapter. 
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Figure 20. A card depicting children’s rest at the river bank from I. Shagin and G. Soloviov, 

Pioneer Summer (Collection of Postcards), 1965.409 

 

There are two significant differences between Natalia’s photo and the postcard 

featured above. First, Natalia’s picture features a small group of people. Shooting their 

postcard collection, Shagin and Soloviov also portrayed small groups of children several 

times. However, these groups are usually justified either by the fact that the activity was 

performed by a limited group, like an aviation modelling workshop, or by the limited nature 

of the activity itself like a group reading of the newspaper. Children were allowed to split 

up and have a certain level of privacy, and they were not obliged to do everything as a 

                                                           
409 I. Shagin and G. Soolv’ev, PIonerskoe leto (Izomaterial): (complekt otkrytok) (Moskva: Sovetskii 

khudozhnik, 1965). 
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detachment as long as they were engaged in an organized, prescribed activity. Moreover, 

there were activities designed specifically for individual structural units of the detachment. 

A unit like this was called zveno (from the link of a chain) and consisted of eight people. 

In the context of this visual discourse created by post cards, camp albums, and group 

photographs, Natalia’s picture stands out because it portrays a group of people who do 

nothing on the beach. What is more, it portrays a group of girls surrounding the 

detachment’s male counselor. A more traditional depiction of children with the counselor 

would make him or her stand out and visibly occupy a position of a teacher. For example, 

in her photographic sketch of Vasilek pioneer camp in the Poltava region, T. Petrova 

portrayed the work of young newspaper correspondents this way: 
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Figure 21. A photograph from T. Petrova’s Pioneer Camp Vasilek (cornflower).410 

  

Petrova’s photograph depicts a hobby group leader, who is also a counselor, 

surrounded by a group of pioneers. She is portrayed as a leader, an editor of the newspaper, 

who teaches young people in the relaxed atmosphere of a camp. In Natalia’s photograph, 

there is no such clear center of group interaction. Neither is the counselor performing a 

leadership role. He might be the reason why four girls gathered in the vicinity, but it is 

clear that at the moment the photo was taken he was not teaching them how to become 

                                                           
410 T. Petrova, Pionerskii lager’ Vasilek (Khar’kov: Prapor, 1980). Page numbers are absent. 
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better communists. Another of Natalia’s photographs provides further insight into 

interpersonal relations in her detachment: 

 

Figure 22. Natalia Martinkus and her friends in Maiak camp. Courtesy of Natalia 

Martinkus. 

 

This photograph, again, depicts only a group within the detachment, and this group 

is not preoccupied by any activity. Moreover, this group is predominantly male, featuring 

only three girls. When camp pedagogues were writing about the romantic aspects of 

pioneer summers, they usually mentioned evening fires, baked potatoes, and sunrises in the 

forest. These were things that children had to experience together with their peers from the 

detachment, not in a separate group that they formed based on personal interest. Pioneer 

romance never included attraction and flirtation between boys and girls, something that 
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occupied a prominent place in the narratives of several my interviewees, including Natalia 

Martinkus.  

 I conducted two interviews with Natalia. The first one was rather short. We talked 

in a crowded café and her time was limited, so I did not ask contextualizing questions about 

her family, school life, and childhood in general. Probably because of this, in the narrative 

she produced about three summers spent in Maiak camp, on the Black sea, she portrayed 

herself as an active agent often involved in rather mischievous activities. For example, she 

provided a detailed description of an important night camp ritual of covering your sleeping 

comrades with toothpaste. This ritual took different forms in different detachments and, at 

times, became rather vindictive. Through it, children often established the hierarchy of 

power in the group. In Natalia’s case, however, things were rather different: 

I.S. How many people were there in the room? 

N.M. Well, I only remember the girls’ room, also boys came to cover us with paste. 

They came and covered! 

I.S. Did you sleep at that time or were you awake? 

N.M. Usually, this tradition of covering people with toothpaste happened at the end of 

the session, that is why we were waiting, we were lying in ambush and they were lying 

in ambush. 

I.S. How? Tell me more. 

N.M. Well, again, I don’t remember the details, but it was important who goes first, it 

was important to take the other party aback. We wrapped ourselves in white bedsheets, 

like ghosts, and walked in those long sheets, of course only the most courageous ones 
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were walking, but I was always among the leaders (zavodil), for which I was frequently 

punished.411 

This image of an active but mischievous pioneer (Natalia, after all, was the head of the 

detachment’s council at her school) appeared rather late in our second conversation 

precisely because I started with questions about her family. As I mentioned, these questions 

uncovered an important personal story that enriched my understanding of Natalia’s 

identity. Yet, this story was overshadowing not only the narrative of a mischievous pioneer, 

but also the narrative of coming of age as a girl in the USSR. This particular narrative came 

to the fore thanks to Natalia’s photo album. As an excerpt below demonstrates, we 

proceeded cautiously, but Natalia still provided me with some insights: 

N.M. Yes. You see, it is written here Crimea, pioneer camp Maiak on the photograph, 

the year 1971. 

I.S. 1971, wow. So this is, ok they are organized in chronological order. 

N.M. This is all Maiak. Well, they were all made in one year, there was… So, for 

example, this one was taken on the roof of our bedroom unit. It was made like a 

solarium, this is how it was called. 

I.S. Yes. 

N.M. So above there are roofs, where we were kind of sunbathing, but we were not 

sunbathing there. There we held various gatherings and took pictures. This is how big 

our detachment was. 

I.S. It was big. 

                                                           
411 Natalia Martinkus, interview by Iuliia Skubytska, audio recording, October 18, 2015, Kharkiv. 
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N.M. Yes, it was. 

I.S. How many people were there? 

N.M. And here is a photograph, this is what I told you, that all the boys were ours. Here 

is Ania, a friend of mine I told you about. This is Tania, also my friend from Khar’kov. 

This was an all-union camp after all. All the boys, however, were Muscovites, here are 

all those boys and they were in such a good shape (we are looking at figure 17). 

I.S. There are more boys than girls. 

N.M. Not only that, here are three of us, as my grandma called pestrukhi.412 

I.S. Oh, wow. 

N.M. This is Tatiana, me, and Ania, yes. The rest… 

I.S. These are adolescents, I guess… 

N.M. Yes. 

I.S. Aged fourteen, or how old? 

N.M. Well, no, not fourteen yet, around twelve. 

I.S. Twelve? 

N.M. It is just that the boys are very fit (nakachannyie). 

I.S. Oh, yes, as I look at them, they are quite… 

N.M. Yes, they are very. 

I.S. This young man looks very serious. 

                                                           
412 A word for a girl who stands out and attracts attention often from the opposite sex. 
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N.M. Yes, and here we were making curls, here is my Ania /smiles/ here we also did 

back combing, I have an incredible back combing on my head. Ania also had some 

hair-curlers, something we were making (krutili). 

IS. By yourself? 

N.M. Of course by ourselves. Who would be doing it for us in a camp? They would 

have only curled pony-tails for us and put us into a corner.413 

 

In this excerpt, we can see two identities of Natalia coming together. On the one hand, we 

encounter a grown-up woman looking at her past and being proud of it. It seems that the 

comments about the boys’ bodies were her voice. However, photographs help this woman 

to connect with herself as a young girl, who, for example, tried to look beautiful and attract 

boys. This opens a different story and a different identity of Natalia, not just the one of a 

good daughter or mischievous political activist. It is the identity of an adolescent girl 

exploring the world of relations with boys, attraction, and flirtation.  

In general, sexuality was a topic that was hard to develop during my interviews. 

Several factors contributed to this. First, I found the majority of my interviewees through 

my parents. As a result, they still perceived me as a daughter of someone they knew and 

did not feel comfortable revealing the details of their personal lives to me. Second, and no 

less important, the topic of personal relationships and sex, especially for adolescents, was 

taboo in the USSR. Everything had to be very innocent and, of course, in no way could 

adolescents be seen as engaged in sexual behavior. Natalia herself communicated this 

                                                           
413 Martinkus, interview, February 5, 2016. 
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attitude as we further proceeded to look at her album and found a picture in which she was 

portrayed with a boy hugging her.  

 

Figure 23. Natalia and a boy she called her “bodyguard.” Courtesy of Natalia Martinkus. 

N.M. And this is my bodyguard, he followed me everywhere. 

I.S. Yes? 

N.M. Yes. 

I.S. So how did this courtship happen? 

N.M. Well, like that… 

I.S. Admirers. 

N.M. Well, it was all very sweet of course. Not as dissolute and awful as now young, 

young, I can’t even say it young people, children communicate, what they allow 

themselves to do. This was all very sweet, like holding hands. I don’t even remember 
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if we proceeded to kissing or not, but somewhere at the dance parties we held closer to 

each other, this was as far as we could dream to go. Well, probably, during dancing 

some kisses on the cheek happened there. Somewhere near the fire, so it was obligatory 

to sit together and hold each other’s hands. If they were showing a movie, then also sit 

together and hold hands. Like this.414 

 

Romantic relationships with the opposite sex were an important element of camp life for 

my interviewees. Several of them mentioned such relationships. Yet when I asked how far 

they went, everybody mentioned that in their case things were very innocent, while 

somewhere in the bushes other young people could have been doing something different 

and could have been caught. One male interviewee, when initially asked by my dad to talk 

to me, exclaimed that of course summer camps played an important role in adolescents’ 

lives because everyone had their first sex there. He did not discuss this with me later and I 

decided not to pursue it. This does not mean that everybody had sex in summer camps as 

an adolescent. It is highly possible that Natalia and her “bodyguard” were only holding 

hands and kissing each other on the cheek. Yet, for some people things could have been 

going further than that. After all, my interviewees were ready to point at certain 

developments happening in the bushes even if they were uncomfortable discussing further 

details.  

 Natalia Martinkus’ photo album turned out to be a great device that helped me 

enrich the diversity of the topics I brought up with my other interviews. It brought to the 

                                                           
414 Martinkus. 



251 

 

fore the issue of gender identity and the question of what it meant to be an adolescent girl 

or boy in a camp. It also opened the topic of romantic relations, which were very important 

in summer camp life, but were completely concealed by camp reports, photo albums, 

detachments’ diaries, and counselors’ guidebooks. The guidebooks, with their advice on 

how to work with children and adolescents between ten and fourteen, said nothing about 

the mere possibility that young people could fall in love with each other. Pioneers had no 

sexuality at the official level. In reality, of course, they did, and this topic deserves further 

exploration. 

Conclusions 

Working with personal sources is like walking a tightrope. One has to be very 

careful in reaching conclusions regarding the statements made in diaries, memoirs, or oral 

history interviews. Visual sources constitute a whole different challenge, since their 

narrative has a logic of its own. As a result, all these sources need careful contextualization, 

an understanding that we are dealing with discourses rather than direct and transparent 

reflections of past events. Yet, believing that such transparent reflections even exist is 

rather futile, as historians have already shown. As complicated and peculiar as personal 

sources are, they can still provide information unattainable from other types of evidence. 

 Throughout my research, I discovered various types of personal sources, including 

diaries, photographs, and oral history interviews. I also discovered detachments’ diaries, 

camp photo albums, and professionally made group photographs. This created a unique 

opportunity for triangulation. I could contextualize private discourses by comparing them 

with more public ones, and, having done that, incorporate the information that interviews 

provided. The result of this procedure was the discovery of how the identities of the 
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narrators were affecting the information that entered a certain source, which showed both 

the sources’ potential and its limitations. Then, I compared the sources that my narrators 

produced or obtained at the time that the events we discussed actually happened with the 

way they talk about these events now. This procedure yielded the discovery of new, more 

complex narratives than the use of only one type of source could provide. In the case of 

Larisa Bugaenko, her diary made it possible to see her fascination with children who came 

to Artek from abroad. She actively made friends with them and even tried to start learning 

their language. Her interview, however, demonstrated that this process could have been 

more ambiguous than her diary portrayed. She claimed that German children were treated 

differently than their Soviet peers. They received more attention from counselors and were 

visited by foreign delegations, who often gave them presents while ignoring Soviet 

children. Artek was not only a place that united youth, but it also showed them that there 

were differences and hierarchies. It is unclear how deeply Larisa experienced this divide 

when she stayed in the camp. What we do know, however, is that now it occupies a 

prominent place in her narrative about life at Artek.  

 The case of Natalia Martinkus is rather different. Here, I paid more attention to the 

effect that a visual source can have on an interview. I demonstrated that photographs 

became an effective way to diversify the narratives of self that Natalia was presenting to 

me during our conversation. In terms of discovering new ways of thinking about summer 

camps, her photo album created an opportunity for me to address an important element in 

summer camp life that is not reflected in public documents and is hard to address in 

personal interviews. There was a good reason why romantic engagement among young 

people in the camps was a topic avoided in counselors’ books and camp albums. As I 
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showed in Chapter Two, falling in love was simply not on the agenda of the Soviet state. 

One would assume that adolescent love was an uncomfortable topic for Soviet educators 

because they worked so hard to avoid addressing it in their work. Natalia’s photographs 

also became evidence of another element essential for the analysis of summer camp life. 

This was the element of relaxation and sometimes even boredom, the times when children 

were not engaged in prescribed activities, the “uninformative” moments of their lives. Of 

course, her photograph at the beach is very informative, as it shows, for example, personal 

relations within the detachment, and between campers and their counselor. It also shows 

how important the beach was for the camps situated at the seaside. Moreover, this 

photograph helped Natalia remember her counselor. Finally, this and other photographs 

helped Natalia recollect how she was an adolescent girl, how she wanted to look, and how 

she carefully explored the world of relationships between young people. When analyzing 

personal sources, it is difficult to generalize. Things that some people experienced others 

did not. Statistics are not available and impossible to produce. What one can claim is that 

some things happened to some people, which puts them into the horizon of possibility. 

Such outcomes should not be discouraging though. The only thing it proves is the amazing 

richness of everyday life that presents a researcher with ample opportunities for further 

exploration. 

  

 

 

 

 



254 

 

Conclusions 

What did it mean to be a Soviet child during second-generation socialism and what role 

summer camps played in shaping this unique experience? In Chapter One, I demonstrated 

that a look into the summer camps organization highlights the importance of family in the 

Soviet Union. Soviet state’s plans for intervention into the family were quire radical, yet 

their realization turned out to be moderate. Marx and Engels wished to liberate the young 

from the influence of their parents. For Soviet authorities, however, family remained an 

important agent of intergenerational information transfer. Moreover, during second 

generation socialism, Soviet authorities viewed the connections between generations in the 

family as a useful tool that could, for example, help them regulate the workforce market. 

Children went to summer camps, where counselors often were recruited from an enterprise 

or organization that administered them. Moreover, outstanding workers of the enterprises 

that owned the camps were supposed to visit and talk to campers about their professions. 

For the working class especially, this was a way of creating workers’ dynasties and 

controlling social mobility. The Bolsheviks came to power singing these lines of the 

International “We’ll change henceforth the old tradition/ And spurn the dust to win the 

prize.” Yet, in the late 1950s, Soviet counselors’ books were still talking about the “natural” 

connection between land and rural children, while their urban counterparts from the 

working class were learning how caring their parents’ enterprises were and how interesting 

were their parents’ professions. High-achievers from socialist republics, in the meantime, 

were learning in Artek that they were not good enough without a polished command of the 

Russian language. Throughout the whole span of the Soviet history, every young person 

had had an origin that played an important role in shaping their lives. Access to higher 
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education, to goods and services, young people’s duties to the state depended on the 

families they came from. Krupskaia advocated for full devotion of young Leninists’ lives 

to the cause of the struggle for the communist future. Yet, the organizations that the Soviet 

state created to turn children into the political subjects, the children of the state, never fully 

managed to do that. Even the most devoted Soviet pioneer was also a Russian, Kyrgyz, or 

Georgian, boy or a girl, whose parents came from a working class, peasants, or 

intelligentsia and worked at a particular enterprise, organization, or collective farm. 

Despite the Soviet utopian aspirations, heritage and lineage meant a lot for those who had 

to make these aspirations come true. Social transformation was a slow process in the USSR. 

 While stressing the importance of family in children’s lives, summer camps also 

removed children from their families and usual surroundings for a period of three to four 

weeks. Thus, paradoxically, despite their controlled everyday routines, summer camps 

were spaces of independence for children. Taken out of their comfort zones and stable 

power relations, in summer camps, children were shaping their lives through numerous 

independent decisions, which helped them explore their identities and behaviors. 

Nowadays, people who went to summer camps as children remember them primarily 

through interactions with their peers and not adults. This suggests a possibility that a 

process of making friends, resolving conflicts, and establishing oneself in a new group of 

people consumed a lot of energy and could have left strong imprints in my interviewees’ 

memories.  

 Being a Soviet child during second-generation socialism also meant being an object 

of experimentation. After his ascendance to power, Khrushchev contested the existing 

notions of childhood introducing into it is such elements as manual labor. Larisa Bugaenko 
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remembered how her class spent two years working as laboratory assistants after 

Khrushchev’s 1958 reform.415 Liudmila Smirnova recollected that she never had a school 

graduation party because, when she finished school in the late 1950s, they were temporarily 

forbidden.416 Nevertheless, there were serious limitations to how far and how fast any 

change could go. When Larisa’s class was sent to the laboratory, its employees did not 

know how to incorporate children into their work, so Larisa and her peers spent most of 

their time doing nothing. In terms of the summer camps, the radical reforms were buffered 

by the existing camp monitoring system and administrative complications. Komsomol 

could require that children were actively engaged in the work of hobby groups in summer 

camps. Yet, for a while camp organizers could not hire hobby group leaders full time. The 

same happened with teachers. While it was strongly encouraged that one of two people 

responsible for a pioneer detachment in the camp was a teacher, for a while, low wages 

discouraged teachers from working in summer camps and the Ministry of Education 

refused to force them into this type of work. 

 Being a Soviet child meant being an object of anxieties of the state and one’s 

parents. To further complicate the situation, both parents and the state distrusted each other. 

The state feared that parents either could not provide enough control over children’s lives 

or that their love and care would prevent the young generation from developing the 

character qualities that exemplary communists needed. As for the parents, they often 

needed to rely on the state’s support in childrearing. Many urban families were 

disconnected from their older relatives who could look after their children. Soviet working 

                                                           
415 Bugaenko, interview. 
416 Smirnova, Interview. 
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mothers needed childcare facilities that the Soviet state established. Soviet authorities 

understood this need and aside of summer camps organized kindergartens, schools, sports 

schools and sections, Pioneer Palaces, city summer camps, school summer camps, 

monitored children’s playgrounds, young engineers’ and naturalists’ stations, and 

children’s sanatoriums.417 Young Pioneers’ Organization also did a lot to ensure that after 

leaving school Soviet children were engaged in activities designed for them by adults. My 

interviewees remember how after school they gathered scrap metal and old books for 

recycling or prepared for various competitions, like the marching and singing competition. 

Both in and outside of summer camps Soviet children had to be kept busy.  

Parents, in the meantime, were expected not to intrude into these activities, 

entrusting their children to the care of professionals. For a long time, summer camps had 

only one parent-visiting day, during which families had to spend time together in a specific 

area of the camp. Leaving the camp was forbidden. Despite their dependence on such 

institutions as summer camps, Soviet parents still felt anxious about sending children there. 

One of the ways in which this anxiety manifested itself was food, which became a serious 

matter of contestation between parents and camp administrations. Parents always worried 

that camp food was not good enough. That is why, they brought it during every visit to a 

camp. Most often, however, they brought too much and as the camps did not provide 

individual food storage, every parental visiting day ended with a cleaning of children’s 

bedside tables of all the edibles except for cookies and sweets to avoid poisoning. 

                                                           
417 City summer camps were day camps usually organized in city parks. School summer camps were the 

day camps organized in schools. Monitored playgrounds were the playgrounds organized by trade unions, 

they had an adult supervisor, who organized various activities with children and took care of their safety. 

Sometimes, monitored playgrounds even provided meals. Young engineers’ stations were special spaces 

that had necessary equipment to engage children in the basics of engineering. 
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During the time of the second-generation socialism, Soviet children were also an 

object of thorough examination of Soviet psychologists and educators. Of course, one of 

the main issues Soviet scholars examined was the improvement of the system of children’s 

ideological education.418 The results of their work were often turned into publications 

accessible to general public, thus potentially enabling camp organizers and counselors to 

improve their work by relying on numerous guidelines produced by people with graduate 

degrees.419 Yet, it is unclear what part of this information camp employees received. The 

system of camps’ staff members training relied on the series of seminars organized by local 

Komsomol committees along with the educators and Pioneer Palaces’ specialists. 

Moreover, camp counselors, often represented by people with no or unfinished pedagogical 

education were not competent enough to understand all the intricacies of the new research 

developed by professional pedagogues. As a result, it is rather unclear how they interpreted 

what they heard and to what extent they were ready to implement it in their work. This 

points to a bigger issue concerning summer camps as spaces of children’s political 

indoctrination. The fact that Soviet authorities entrusted trade unions, who did not have 

leverage over the cadres that could provide the highest quality of children’s education 

pushes one to further examine the question: what was the primary concern of the state when 

it came to children’s summer rest? Why the system of institutions that were supposed to 

                                                           
418 See: Emilia Sokolova, “Pionerskoe dvizhenie kak sotsial’nyi faktor formirovaniia podrastaiushchego 

pokoleniia” (Akademiia obshchestvennykh nauk pri TsK KPSS, Kafedra nauchnogo kommunizma, 1967); 

I. Filippova, “Formirovanie obshchestvennoi aktivnosti shkol’nikov-podrostkov kak sotsial’no-

pedagogicheskaia problema” (Cheliabinskii gosudarstvennyi pedagogicheskii universitet, 1969); Ster, 

“Formirovanie Kollektivnykh Perezhivanii Uchashchikhsia v Protsesse Deiatel’nosti Pionerskoi 

Organizatsii.” 
419 See, for example: Gukasova, Trudovoie vospitaniie v zagorodnom pionerskom lagere; Aranskii, Opyt 

trudovogo vospitaniia v letnee vremia (Sbornik statei); Lebedinskii, Vospitatel’naia rabota v pionerskom 

lagere. Sbornik instruktivnyh i metodicheskih materialov v pomoshch rabotnikam pionerskih lagerei i 

raionnyh sovetov pionerskoi organizatsii. 
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immerse children into an experience of direct contact with the state and its futuristic 

aspirations were not entrusted to the organizations responsible for envisioning the Soviet 

utopia, the Communist Party or the Komsomol? As of now, it seems that the answer lies 

of the administrative and economic plains. The system of summer camp management came 

to life based on contingencies. In the 1920s-1930s trade unions proved to be capable of 

successfully mobilizing resources and effectively managing adults’ rest, so they were 

entrusted with the task of taking care of children as well. By the 1950s, it became clear, 

however, that more resources were needed, as a result, organization of children’s rest was 

further decentralized. Then, trade unions kept their administrative responsibilities, while 

the financial responsibilities were transferred to Soviet enterprises and organizations. This 

decentralization of children’s ideological education turned it into a much less unified 

experience than it should have been. The future communist society was not supposed to 

have distinctions between people belonging to different workplaces. Yet, this was one of 

the messages that summer camps communicated, a person’s workplace was a significant 

factor in shaping his or hers access to goods. Such choice of the path that Soviet state made 

might point to two questions for further research. Should we analyze the Soviet state as a 

homogenous entity or as a group of various actors? In what way the agency of each 

particular actor affected the Soviet people’s perception of the state? More specifically, 

when Soviet people had to negotiate to get a trip to a summer camp from the representatives 

of their enterprises’ trade union, did they think that they were dealing with the state? Did 

they still see summer camps as the state’s welfare project? 

While Soviet trade unions’ management of summer camp system could have 

mitigated the effects of Soviet pedagogical experiments on them, it could not fully protect 
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children from a fundamental assumption that Soviet pedagogues had, that children did not 

have a right for personal space. Summer camps’ design fostered exposure, which during 

second generation socialism children who often lived in individual apartments found rather 

uncomfortable. Camp schedule also was supposed to provide very little time that a child 

could spent the way he or she wanted. Artek’s educational research represents a radical 

version of this agenda. The camp’s pedagogues’ belief in their ability to program children’s 

emotional reactions presupposed that children had nothing of their own, nothing that adults 

had no right to access and manipulate. Artek was not the only camp that developed such 

agenda. Orlenok, the second most important children’s summer camp in the country issued 

camp guides which taught camp counselors on how to effectively manipulate children’s 

decision-making process without them noticing it. The goal was to make children believe 

that they had agency, while exercising full control over their thoughts and actions. These 

pedagogical techniques do not present the time of second-generation socialism as a period 

of ideological liberalization. Rather the contrary, they indicate that Soviet authorities 

shifted from persuasion through violence to the development of various soft power 

techniques. The goal of these techniques, however, was not to increase freedom or 

independence for the young. 

Despite this, my interviews demonstrate that children still had agency in summer 

camps and had certain level of freedom as well. They often eagerly engaged in various 

theatrical productions and sports, in decoration of the detachments’ special places, and 

organized festivities. Some of them, like Natalia Martinkus, were even excited about the 

line up parades. Yet, many of them, including Natalia, left the premises to explore nearby 

forests, or go fishing, or by coca-cola. They painted their peers with toothpaste at night, 
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took bread from the canteen to eat it later in the evening or even play with it. They went 

sweeming by themselves, created horror stories, exchanges clothing, engaged in romantic 

relationships, and simply relaxed on the beach in the company of friends instead of working 

on something important with their detachment. Sometimes they even defied the authority 

of their counselors and refused to do as they said. Soviet summer camps combined control 

and freedom, agency and submission. 
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