the legendary emperor Shennong, the Temple would have been named Medicine Emperor

Temple %5 instead of Medicine King.'®®

As a result, the Temple’s managers were divided into two factions; one wanted to
follow up on the findings, and the other rejected them. The latter insisted that the deity
was an Emperor (whether Bian Que or Shennong) because the descended spirit called
himself Emperor. There was a growing rift between the two groups. In 1969, when the
rear hall of the Temple was demolished due to urban renewal, only the main hall survived.
The supporters of the official report decided to end mediumship and healing in line with
the government’s promotion of anti-superstition.

At the time, Mr. Gong’s father ran a grocery store about four blocks from the

Medicine King Temple. He personally worshiped Royal Lords Lei ZEJF &z and Bai
HIJF &% at home, and also sometimes assisted the spirit medium of the Medicine King

Temple in recording oracles before the mediumship was ended. One day, the Third
Medicine Emperor appeared to Gong’s father and told him to help “aid the world.”
According to legend, Royal Lords Lei and Bai had received help from the Third Medicine
Emperor, so they decided to be His disciples and study medicine with Him. Gong’s
family believed that this was one of the reasons that they had been selected.

Soon after that, the Medicine Emperor’s “golden body” 4 & (i.e., the image) was

invited into Gong’s house and seated at the altar. The Medicine Emperor later bestowed

the title of Shenfo tan {38 (“God and Buddha Altar”) on it. Meanwhile, supervised

168 See Hong Minlin i, Tainan shiqu shiji diaocha baogaoshu &g i i e 5 B H A s 2
[Investigation Report of the Historical Relics in Tainan City] (Taichung: Taiwan Historica Z &+ 7kt
Z a9, 1979), 164.
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Figure 11 Medical Salvation in the Spectacle of the Feast. Left: The Ritual to Plant Fortune for
Universal Salvation 7z O =/¢# 3  in the temple Pujidian 2&!i , August 18, 2014 (Popular
Religion, Tainan City). Right: The last evening of the Offering Ceremony in Hai’an gong #81 b ,
November 29, 2014 (Daoist Ritual, Tainan City).
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