Bellwether Magazine
Volume 1
Number 42 Spring 1998
4-1-1998

Commentary
Charles W. Raker
University of Pennsylvania

This paper is posted at ScholarlyCommons. http://repository.upenn.edu/bellwether/vol1/iss42/28
For more information, please contact libraryrepository@pobox.upenn.edu.

Article 28

To Shelly and Mary Jane,
If Mark were standing here right now
and we were discussing an event or solv
ing a problem he would sm ile and say,
"thi s will happen God willing and the
creeks don't rise."
Well , the creeks have rise n, and God
has taken our Lila and Mark. I thank God
that I have known and loved them.
When I think of Lil a and Mark I think
of two words Devotion and Dedication .
For 65 years they understood and prac
ticed these words, "for better or for
worse, for richer or for poorer, in sick
ness and in health till Death do us part."
The University of Pennsylvania School
of Veterinary Medicine has been the re
cipient of their joint love and labor. I think
back to the days of the active use of the
Goldman Carriage Collection, and our
driving events and picnics with May and
Queen to the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup and
the Devon Horse Show. The welcome mat
was always at the door of the Allam
House. There were marvelous cocktail re
ceptions and dinner parties with lovely
conversations. Mark didn't miss a beat al
ways keeping New Bolton Center and its
growing possibilities number one in his
mind. We always enjoyed our early morn
ing phone chats, Mark keeping me up to
date on the news of the Veterinary School.
Mark, as you know, was an ex pert
cabinetmaker in his semi-retirement. He
generously made me a miniature tall
clock, and an early American dresser,
both treasures in my home. These will
someday return to the Allam Hou se.
Wonderful times, wonderful memories.
Dear God , take them to you and bless
them.
Mrs. Elizabeth Moran

L

et me join the many others who
will mourn Mark Allam. He was
in strumental in initiating our col
laborative studies on the treadmill and
had a wondelful vision of the future of
research in veterinary medicine. We shall
miss him.

Britton Chance
Professo r Emeritus of
Biochemistry and Biophysics
and Physical Biochemistry,
and Radiologic Physics

Carriage Ride.

M

ark Allam was the most pro
ductive and loved Dean of the
Veterinary School during my
tenure. He was a great leader with un
canny vision, who was certain that noth
ing was impossible despite the odds of
success, if one tried hard enou g h to suc
ceed. He was s incere, honest, and always
very dependable. Along with his beloved
wife, Lila, they planted, nurtured, and
cultivated New Bolton Center which will
(I hope) always remain as a reminder of
their lovin g kindness to everyone who
came into contact with them .
The present state-of-the-art of the
University of Penn sy lvani a School of
Veterinary Medicine is, for the most part ,
the result of Mark Allam's vision and de
termination to make it the best veterinary
school in the world. His contribution s to
the advancement of veterinary medicine
are e ndless. He pioneered aseptic sur
gery, one medicine, veterinary speciali
ties, and established the American
College of Veterinary Surgery, to name
but a few of hi s many achievements.
He will be mi ssed by the many who
loved him and whose lives were in one
way or another influenced by his charm
and caring for hi s fellow man. But hi s
accomplishments will live on as a legend
to the University of Pennsylvani a Veteri
nary Sch ool and to the veterinary profes
sion as a whole.

M

ark Allam, .in addition to being
a terrific dean of the School of
Veterinary M edic ine, never
lost the ability to teach. He would prac
tice it somewhat regularly in Harri sburg
when he would get a body of the legisla
ture before him and would in struc t us on
how the field of agriculture was the num
ber one industry in Pennsylvania.
And then he'd go the next step, and
he'd say that the Vet School is tre men
dously important to agriculture, then
he ' d tie these things together a nd say that
if the field of agriculture is so important
to Penn sy lvania and the School of Veteri
nary Medicine is so important to agricul
ture, then it stands to reason the
Pennsylvani a's economy is tied with the
good of the Veterinary School.
Therefore, Gentlemen , Ladies of the
General Assembly, you must support the
Veterinary School. And in his charming
way he would dip his hand into our
pockets and take out the votes he needed
to get an increased appropriation for his
favorite sc hool. And it was so mething we
did most willingly.
Matthew Ryan
Speake I; House of Representati ves,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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