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First molecular genetic test
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National Award for Penn Researcher
A Burroughs WeUcome Fund New
Investigator Award in Molecular
Parasitology for I 993 was awarded to
Or. Phillip Scott, assistant professor o f

parasitology at the University of Penn
sylvania School of Veterinary Medicine.
The $60,000 award, provided over two
years, will enable Dr. Scott to continue
his work on the development of a vac
cine against leishmaniasis. This disease,
caused by a parasite. affects man and
animals in Central and South America,
Africa, southern Europe and the Middle
East. If not treated it can cause severe
disfigurement and even death.
Dr. Scott's research focuses on
studying the immune responses associ
ated with the parasite, Leishmania. The
foundation for the studies are Dr. Scon's
observations that the stimulation of dif
ferent types of immune cells determine
Whether the parasite is eliminated, or
whether the infection is eventually fatal.
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