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Figure 3 Amanfayun located at the bottom of Feilai Mountain.

Source: Presentation by Zheng Jie, The Spirit Support - Planning and Design of Amanfayun in Hangzhou.

3.1.2Amanfayun

Overview and Historic Background

Fayun has long been recognized as one of the six historic villages in the Lingyin
Scenic Area, and sits just between the Lingyin Temple and the Yongfu Temple (7K {&F).
The village covers a total area of 14 hectares, including its surrounding tea fields. The
village has maintained a good portion of its traditional mountainous residential
buildings, which is significant to the Hangzhou area (fn/M {5 % LLith R ) for its historic

and artistic values. Therefore, Fayun is significant, not only due to its rich natural
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resources and fascinating scenery, but mostly because of its existence since the earliest
Hangzhounese habitants.

In addition to its close geographic relationship with the holy land of Buddhism,
there were other opportunities and challenges in the restoration process. From the
1980s to the 1990s, Fayun was experienced some of the issues that are typical to the
unsustainable development of the “village inside scenic area.” For example, there are
three to four ground level rural houses irregularly crammed together, which is a typical
result of rapid village tourism development. However, the self-constructed and low
guality houses usually lack professional preservation design and knowledge of the local
culture and environment. This results in the serious degradation of the integral
appearance and overall atmosphere of the historic “village inside scenic area.”

Phase I: Restoration and Rebuilding of the Fayun Village

In 2003, the Hangzhou Administration of Gardens and Historical Relics (1M &l 3C
/&) invited the Landscape Architecture Design and Research Institute of China Academy
of the Arts to design and renovate the Fayun village. The program was structured
through two main phases.

In the first phase, Fayun was to be restored as a high-end Buddhist village. The
first phase took place between 2003 and 2006. The method, called “ZEXEIER”,
sought to lower the heights and levels of the self-constructed houses from 3 to 4 floors,
to 1 to 2 floors. Furthermore, it integrated the traditional residential architecture
features to restore authenticity and identity to the Fayun structures. The design was

also intended to be harmonious with the surrounding context. The total area to be
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