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In addition to Dr. Whitlock and
Dr. Sweeney from Penn, Dr. Lawrence

L

A H Moves to l'le»r Quarters

T. Hutchinson from Penn State, and
Dr. Max Van Buskirk from the Bureau
of Animal Industry were the primary
developers of the paratuberculosis test
negative certification program.
While this program is under way,
research is continuing to develop faster
test methods and to refme the existing
tests. The Penn team has been able to
decrease the fecal test time from 16 weeks
to 12 weeks by employing special centri
fuging teclmiques that concentrate the
sample. Dr. Sweeney is now looking to
test milk for the presence of the antibody
to the Johne's organism as a n early
indicator of infection. He is developing
filtration teclmiques for large volumes of
milk to concentrate the sample. Because

M. paratuberculosis is a such a slow
growing organism, bacteria need w be
present at a certain concentration before
they will become evident in culture.
Johne's disease is not only a threat
to agriculture, it also affects other
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The space has been designed spe
cifically for the research, service and

Herrold's egg yolk media with the typically

The LMAH provides diagnostic

we moved offices and laboratories into

addition, numerous research projects
arise from heallh problems

teaching programs of the Laboratory
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appearing colonies for Mycobacterium

efforts. The facilities include special

paratuberculoses. The Johne's organism often
requires 10-12 weeks 10 appear visible on the

holding tanks for maintaining and

projects include studies on: the life

culturing healthy marine organisms

cycle of a shark cestode (tapeworm);

and isolation tanks appropriate for
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media surface.

Examples of current research

ruminants such as endangered species

research on diseased organisms. The

mortalities in juvenile seed oysters:

in zoos. A National Task Force on

one-of-a-kind seawater life support

dinoflagellate infection of oysters;

Johne's Disease has been formed to

system in the MRC simultaneously can

Pseudomonas infections in skates and

combat the disease. Dr. Whitlock was

provide up to eight tailor made marine
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appointed, along with Dr. Max Van

environments to the animal holding
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tanks.

was first identified to be present in the
USA by Dr. Leonard Pearson, in 1905.

The LMAH is staffed by four
veterinary scientists with specialty
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the School, from 1897 to 1909.
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