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Vet Pet Program at

Just t(wo blocks 1am the Scheol is a vesy.specinl
ptace, the Ronald MvDdonald House at 3925 Cliestiiut
Strevt. This *houst thut lovehullt™ isa home away
(rom liome for the many familfes with children wilh
Iife-threataning Illnesses who come to Philadelphia’s
Childzens Huovpila!l for in- or outpaten? freatment.
i he colcept ol providing a home-lI%e armosphere (or
the fanilics and youngsters dutlng treataent sessions
begaa with the Philadelpliia house. Now tieve are 120
such houses nalionwide. a number i n Canada,
Ausiralis and Eurnpe

SwiTed by votunicers, the Philadetphiz house can
sccommadate up o 19 femiiies. Ahoul two-and-n-
hal( years ago Nlcole Pirkey {Class of 1990) sp-
proached 1he bouse with ihe idea of having students
ahid theis pets vish the childses and thelr faisilies a
the hause. As flrst the house manager allowed «nly
dogs, bul by theahird visit she told thestudents tiey
coulil bring ““nny uninial that €it through the front
door.”’

*'The '\t Het I'ropram,’ as it Is atfectionately
fnowsa by Ihe Ronald McDenald saff. isan informatl
educhtiondil experience.’” sald Nscole Pirkey,

" We bring animads of all types who we determing
to bie cela enough and (riendiy enough W visiL. These
range (rom all Liuls of cxotic gets {snakes, guines
pigs, Pt mts, bindsy to dogs with special (alemts or
anes thal are especially tange, small, cwe ese Al
ammois are saeeoed arefully and require a recent
negolive stool specimen. current veoanstion stoius,
and a (Tes bath the day of the visit. We must be very
carefubbtiecuuse the tmmune siztus. of maoy ol these
chBBdren §s compramised. Subrrcuenily, we do nol
bring cula ur hlnncm (fer feur of toxepiasmosls
exPoNUse) or uny sixecies of exotics that ae khown
to harbor yub-clisena! Ulseases thal are psicntial
roonuses:*!

The stiudent volunteers Ury to make the chlldien und
parents lnugh, 1cach them something aboul animals
and encourage Lthem 1o touch, hold and play wish
differeni 1ypes of aninuls. This requamss the studen|
10 abseeve the child #nd anima) ot alt times 5 moke
sure thete I8 no poking of eves, pulling of tails, ey
The youngsices. lemen ateul the anammls prescnt. 41t

sopgs and fingd out ahaust vetsrinarluns aad whut they
de, 11 's Incredibly rewarding for everyone (students
and children) but at limes it can be uncxpevielly
sud,” expliind Ms. Pirkey. ' One linje girl, hopplly
playing witth a puppy, was telllng me aboul her
younger drother who was In the hospiial naw for the
Uvh 1imc very fl with leukemiw, She mennioned that
she wished ber latle brather could be with her
beciuse he lovet) puppieas s0. She then sugddenly
breame very serious and Sked, *Are there puppies In
heaven?® This was afiex we bad a tatk ebout velerinar-

Toe Updohn Cowpupy presented s check in the smaunt of
$1,000 10 1he Schaal’s Student Chapter of the American
Veteninmsy Medlcal Asociation. Fram lef1 do righl,

stuodlag: Chrs Cachmn, $de. Broce Baachnan, Uplubn

Compatty; Deans Andivws: De. Gall Smillly, SCAY MA
furul(y dvtser: wemied: Phil Golley, Up2ohn Compaay, and
Ledle Zlaitier, SCAYMA gresideo).

Ronald McDonald House

lans and [ remember thinking 1hat msybe she
cotusidered me Lo be the expert ligure on the subject.
So | replied, ‘Yes, | really think theee #re* Thn)
memory will stay with me for a Joug dme.”’

The Ronald Mcldonatd House siafy is enthusicstic
aboul the ‘Wi Pey Progmaim.® **11°s always & great
aight.”" said Linda Oglivie, houwse mangges, “The
majolity of famllies come freny amnll towss where
pets are part of l1&& Having the animals and studeals
visit provides a howme-like ¢comfor), | semember ont
little exrd who cnddled 8 puppy all evctinsg. Sine was
scbheduled for a psoccduse she nexs morning 2ad ihe
warm, sofi pop gave her somfors.*

“| diok it 14 s0 very important far veterinatians
and veterinary stitents 1o be aware of how muchjoy
a puppy brines a child or how fascinaiiop 0l s o
touch a snake for the Uest thne nnd feel how cool and
smootl its skin is,'* sald Nlcole Plrkey.

Ms. Prrliey will Prnduate nest yeur bur she |
conlident that the ‘ Vet Pet Prourmin' i well ¢stab-
lished and will be one of the stuilent oul reach projectc
{or meay vears (0 come

SCAVMA Report

Thz Umsersity of Ferosylvanio SCAVMA clopter
was very busy dusing (lic spring semeser and looks
forwasd to an even busler fall, Approumately 80
students were able to antetwl 1he SCAVMA sympo-
sigm im March at the University of No:th Caroling
Veterfoary Schaol,  Althuugh we dfidn'l cupture any
titles In the Bovine Palpation ¢ onlesl, the Eauine
Agzing Cantest, or 1he velleyhull rrnmihan, everyone
had a great sime sucnding Wt labs, o vatiety of
lectures and ot course, sonie Munftaltlesl SCAVYMA
rundraiaing actlviiles rsised imtest of' the cost forthe
1rip, reduciog the siudent expenses 1o shout $10ea
for the four day wevkend,

ARhough our fundrmising achivilies have contetoa
close this Year, il was & vty sucoessful vedr indead.
A1 the December Anictlon, SCAYMA ratsed $10.000
10 coumitate to the Faculty SCAVMA Ermerprnry
_.anFund. A $2.000donation from this Fund made
possible reduced studeat tickets for the Teacinng
Aweasrds Dieary Dance. Through the Pehn Confesence
Rafie, T-Shins., and hoajle vales we rubved abous
$9.000 texal which, in additlon to paying for the
Symposium, allowed us to send otie 2 delegtiies lothe
AVMA convenltion v Otlunde, Flarida for 4 days.

Finally, SCAVMA wlll be co:sponsoring the teadi-
tional *'Pink Flamingo™ end of tlie year party with
student government and Alfha Psl.

Pians for the tall wmclude welcoming activitles for
the (itm year stuwdesny, » 2oo Sympov;um day for all
studenis and facully on October 21, 1989, SCAVMA
spansosed CPR courses, and new T-Shin designs?t
We will also be expanding our heagie (uodraigog
sales to include sandwiches, and prepaid hosgie
dativeries for fatcohy and bysy hoopital saaff. In
edditioo. wr are conskletlng printing bottons o
keychaine 16 expand oer 1-Shirt sales. [f you have a
goud slogan idea, dun'l hewitase to let SCAYMA
hoow!

The folloming were clected as SCAVMA ofticers
for 1989-90 schosl ycar

President Leslic Zienses

Vice- Presidents John M<¢Cauley
Scan xrkins

Secretary Paity Housts

Treasurer Dina Rowere

Hoagies John MeCuuley

T-Shirts Scott Perkini
Mauscen Hergaden
Lillian Acronson

13 Beliwclbee
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