








Figure 1: Mean Wages by Group and Year

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Calculations are weighted by corresponding individual sample weights.
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Figure 2: Mean Wage Growth By Group and Legal State, 1990 to 2013

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Calculations are weighted by corresponding individual sample weights.
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Figure 3: Wage Distributions of Lesbian Women by Year

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Distributions are kernel density plots weighted by corresponding individual sample
weights.

Figure 4: Wage Distributions of Married Heterosexual Women by Year

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Distributions are kernel density plots weighted by corresponding individual sample
weights.
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Figure 5: Wage Distributions of Unmarried Heterosexual Women by Year

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Distributions are kernel density plots weighted by corresponding individual sample
weights.

Figure 6: Wage Distributions of Lesbians by Partnership Status & Year

Sources: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
Distributions are kernel density plots weighted by corresponding individual sample
weights.

42



Table 1: List of Variables
Variable Definition

Dependent Variables

Natural logarithm of hourly earnings

Specialization

Independent Variables

Sexual Orientation (=1 if Lesbian, =0 if heterosexual)

Marital Status (=1 if married, =0 if otherwise)

Demographics

Experience, Experience Squared, Black, Hispanic, Non-Native English Speaker,

Children, Children under the age of 5, Usual Hours Worked Per Week

Education (=1 if True, = 0 if False)

Schooling, Schooling Squared, High School, Associate’s Degree, Bachelor’s Degree,

Master’s Degree, PhD degree, Professional Degree

Occupation (=1 if True, = 0 if False)

Service, Manager, Professional, Health Care Professional, Teacher, Technical Profession,

Sales, Administrative, Finance, Agriculture, Craft/Repair, Laborer, Transportation, Military

Location (=1 if True, = 0 if False)

Urban

Region (=1 if True, = 0 if False)

New England, Mid-Atlantic, East North Central, West North Central, South Atlantic,

East South Central, West South Central, Mountain, Pacific

Main Difference-in-Differences-in-Differences Variables (= 1 if True, = 0 if False)

Same-Sex Marriage Legalized in State

Civil Unions Recognised in State

Domestic Partnership Recognised in State

SSM, CCU, or DP Recognised in State

2013 ACS Respondent

Other Important Variables

Time Since SSR Recognition

Take-Up

Employer Non-Discrimination Act Protections Enacted

Proportion of Lesbians in State

Labor Force Participation Rate of Lesbians in State

Labor Force Participation Rate of Heterosexual Female in State
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Table 2: History of Same-Sex Relationship Recognition
State Year Take-Up (%)

Domestic Partnership CA 1999 37.3
RI 2002 33.1
ME 2004 34.7
WA 2007 36.8
MD 2008 48.2
OR 2008 20.9
CO 2009 24.1
NV 2009 30.7
WI 2009 32.2

Civil Union NJ 2007 32.5
IL 2011 40.9

Same-Sex Marriage MA 2004 59.0
CT 2008 53.4
VT 2009 49.0
IA 2009 52.7
DC 2010 28.5
NH 2010 57.5
NY 2011 45.5
DE 2013 31.9
HI 2013 21.4
MN 2013 33.4
NM 2013 22.4

Note: Take-up data is from the Census Bureau. It refers to the percentage of same-sex
couples in each state who indicate on their census forms that they classify their
relationship as a married couple.
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Table 3: Descriptive Statistics by Year
Year 1990 2013

Lesbian Married Heterosexual Unmarried Heterosexual Lesbian Married Heterosexual Unmarried Heterosexual

Wage 15.912 14.301 13.177 17.520 16.967 12.935

(13.478) (25.973) (24.408) (28.885) (27.317) (22.311)

Schooling 15.414 14.158 13.937 15.512 15.136 14.492

(2.782) (2.683) (2.663) (2.679) (2.943) (2.666)

Experience 13.565 20.656 16.086 20.473 25.169 18.356

(9.657) (11.726) (14.401) (12.143) (12.350) (15.177)

HSG 0.163 0.337 0.288 0.181 0.218 0.237

(0.369) (0.473) (0.453) (0.385) (0.413) (0.425)

Black 0.084 0.078 0.164 0.091 0.081 0.180

(0.277) (0.268) (0.370) (0.288) (0.273) (0.384)

Hispanic 0.077 0.063 0.073 0.129 0.126 0.158

(0.266) (0.244) (0.260) (0.335) (0.331) (0.365)

Speaks English 0.010 0.021 0.019 0.008 0.040 0.031

(0.097) (0.143) (0.135) (0.088) (0.195) (0.173)

Note: Standard errors are presented in parentheses.

Table 4: Oaxaca-Blinder Decomposition Estimates
LnWage Specialization

1990 2013 1990 2013
Heterosexual 2.447*** 2.561*** 12.331*** 13.803***
Lesbian 2.588*** 2.556*** 10.080*** 12.286***
Gross Difference -0.141*** 0.004 2.251*** 1.518***
Decomposition

Endowments -0.043* 0.024 1.156** 0.957***
Coefficients -0.017 -0.002 1.129*** 0.823**
Interaction -0.080*** -0.017 -0.033 -0.263

Note: “Endowments” reflect the mean increase in lesbians’ wages if they had the
same characteristics of heterosexual women. “Coefficients” quantifies the changes in
lesbians’ wages when applying the coefficients of heterosexual women to lesbian
women’s characteristics. “Interaction” measures the simultaneous effect of
differences in endowments and coefficients.
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Table 5: Static Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Legalization Specifications
Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Married Lesbians Unmarried Lesbians All

Lesbian·Married·Post �0.047 0.062 0.023

(0.049) (0.042) (0.040)

Controls

Demographic X X X

Occupation X X X

Region X X X

N 1, 644, 156 1, 272, 632 2, 912, 949

R2 0.287 0.332 0.322

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 6: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Legalization Specifications
Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

TSR  2 TSR  3 TSR  5 TSR  6 TSR  8

Lesbian·SSM · Post 0.028 0.039 0.031 0.026 0.026

(0.063) (0.054) (0.053) (0.042) (0.042)

Controls

Demographic X X X X X

Occupation X X X X X

Region X X X X X

N 2, 765, 730 2, 806, 909 2, 820, 034 2, 896, 968 2, 896, 968

R2 0.310 0.314 0.314 0.320 0.320

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 7: Dynamic Same-Sex Relationship Wage-Recognition Specifications
Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Baseline TSR  4 TSR  6 TSR  8 TSR  10 TSR  13

Lesbian·Rec · Post 0.070⇤ 0.035 0.056 0.068 0.074 0.079⇤

(0.038) (0.059) (0.052) (0.051) (0.046) (0.045)

Controls

Demographic X X X X X X

Occupation X X X X X X

Region X X X X X X

N 2, 912, 949 2, 715, 589 2, 784, 144 2, 797, 862 2, 835, 607 2, 838, 071

R2 0.322 0.308 0.312 0.312 0.316 0.317

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 8: Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Legalization Specifications by State-Level
Take-Up Rates

Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Take � up  0.3 Take � up  0.4 Take � up  0.5 Take � up  0.6

Lesbian·Rec·Post 0.212⇤ 0.120 ⇤ ⇤⇤ 0.074⇤ 0.070⇤

(0.076) (0.039) (0.039) (0.038)

Controls

Demographic X X X X

Occupation X X X X

Region X X X X

N 1, 672, 459 2, 321, 428 2, 742, 873 2, 912, 949

R2 0.305 0.317 0.320 0.322

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 9: Same-Sex Relationship Wage-Recognition Decomposition Specifica-
tions

Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Civil Unions Domestic Partnerships

Lesbian·Rec·Post �0.064 0.129 ⇤ ⇤⇤

(0.102) (0.042)

Controls

Demographic X X

Occupation X X

Region X X

N 2, 912, 949 2, 912, 949

R2 0.320 0.320

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 10: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Specialization-Legalization Specifi-
cations

Dependent V ariable : Specialization

Baseline TSS  2 TSS  4 TSS  6 TSS  8 TSS  10

Lesbian·SSM ·Post 1.500⇤ 2.293 ⇤ ⇤ 1.932⇤ 1.439⇤ 1.439⇤ 1.500⇤

(0.766) (1.074) (1.033) (0.766) (0.766) (0.766)

Controls

Demographic X X X X X X

Occupation X X X X X X

Region X X X X X X

N 1, 667, 421 1, 591, 746 1, 614, 809 1, 659, 090 1, 659, 090 1, 667, 421

R2 0.044 0.044 0.044 0.044 0.044 0.044

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 11: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Specialization-Legalization Specifi-
cations (2)

Controlling for Non� Cohabitating Couples

Dependent V ariable : Specialization

TSS  2 TSS  4 TSS  6 TSS  8 TSS  10

Lesbian·SSM ·Post 2.810⇤ 2.034 1.780⇤ 1.780⇤ 1.780⇤

(1.492) (1.413) (1.024) (1.024) (1.024)

Controls

Demographic X X X X X

Occupation X X X X X

Region X X X X X

N 1, 561, 931 1, 584, 278 1, 626, 806 1, 626, 806 1, 626, 806

R2 0.044 0.044 0.044 0.044 0.044

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 12: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Specialization Specifications
Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

TSS  2 TSS  4 TSS  6

Lesbian·SSM ·Post 0.032 0.037 0.020

(0.059) (0.050) (0.039)

Controls

Demographic X X X

Occupation X X X

Region X X X

N 1, 591, 746 1, 614, 809 1, 659, 090

R2 0.276 0.281 0.290

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 13: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Legalization Specifications -
Marriage Market Selection Hypothesis

Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Control Proportion of Lesbians in Population Lesbian & Hetero LFP in Population

TSR  2 TSR  4 TSR  6 TSR  2 TSR  4 TSR  6

Lesbian·SSM·Post 0.028 0.028 0.025 0.029 0.030 0.027

(0.063) (0.052) (0.042) (0.064) (0.053) (0.042)

Controls

Demographic X X X X X X

Occupation X X X X X X

Region X X X X X X

N 2, 765, 730 2, 820, 034 2, 896, 968 2, 760, 023 2, 814, 327 2, 891, 261

R2 0.310 0.315 0.321 0.311 0.315 0.321

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. The dependent variables are binary
indicators for the decision to work, the decision to work away from home, and the decision
to work for one’s self. The treatment group includes married women, while the control
group includes widowed women. Individual control variables include age, years of
education, household size, owning a tv, owning a radio, and having access to electricity.
Results presented are odds ratios are produced by logistic regressions. Standard errors are
clustered at the year-region level. Statistical significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are
denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. Reported R

2 is pseudo R

2. Source: Demographic Health Survey
(DHS) 1995, 2000, 2005, and 2008.
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Table 14: Dynamic Same-Sex Marriage Wage-Legalization Specifications -
Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA)

Controlling for ENDA

Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

TSS  2 TSS  4 TSS  6

Lesbian·SSM ·Post 0.028 0.035 0.026
(0.064) (0.054) (0.042)

Controls

Demographic X X X

Occupation X X X

Region X X X

N 2, 765, 739 2, 811, 637 2, 896, 968
R

2 0.310 0.314 0.321

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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Table 17: Same-Sex Relationship Wage-Recognition Decomposition Specifi-
cations Stratified by Partnership Status

Dependent V ariable : Log Wage

Stratification Primary Partner Secondary Partner

Civil Union Domestic Partnership Civil Union Domestic Partnership

Lesbian·Rec·Post 0.159 ⇤ ⇤⇤ 0.193 ⇤ ⇤⇤ �0.011 0.105⇤

(0.95) (0.050) (0.110) (0.060)

Controls

Demographic X X X X

Occupation X X X X

Region X X X X

N 940, 607 940, 607 1, 972, 342 1, 972, 342

R2 0.315 0.312 0.311 0.311

Notes: Unit of observation is at the individual-level. Weights in the estimation are
individual sample weights. Regressions include demographic, occupation, and region
controls. Standard errors are clustered at the state level and presented in parentheses.
Demographic controls include schooling, schooling squared, experience, experience squared,
dummy variables for having a high school degree, an A.A. degree, a B.A. degree, a M.A.
degree, a Ph.D. degree, being Black, being Hispanic, and achieving English proficiency.
Occupation controls are dummy variables for major occupation categories. Region controls
are dummy variables for the U.S. Census divisions and urban residents. Statistical
significance at the 10%, 5% and 1% levels are denoted by ⇤, ⇤⇤, and ⇤⇤⇤. N is the number of
observations. Source: 1990 U.S. Decennial Census and 2013 American Community Survey.
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