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» If Bok, CAPA, Communications Technology, Dobbins, FLC, Mastbaum, 

Randolph, or Swenson: 
· Which program did you apply to? 

» If Central, Constitution, or Palumbo: 
· Did you turn in an essay? 

» If SLA: 
· Did you turn in a letter of recommendation? 

· Are you happy with the schools you picked? 
· If no, PROBE: why not? 

· What do you think is the likelihood that you will get in to the schools you picked? 
· PROBE (for each school): What is the percent chance you think you have at 
(insert)? 

· Which high school do you most want to attend? 
 
» If CAPA, FLC, or GAMP: 
· Have you been invited to an interview or audition? 
 · When is/was it? 
 · Are you doing anything to prepare for it?  

· Is anyone helping you prepare? 
–or—  
· Did anyone help you prepare? (If yes) Who? What did you do to prepare? 
· How did it go? 

 · What did you do in the interview/audition? 
 

· Did you apply to any charter schools? 
· If yes, Which? 

 
· Did you apply to any private schools? 

· If yes, Which? 
 

Future 

Now let’s talk a little bit about the future, after you leave (insert current school). 

· How far do you expect to go in school? 
· Do you know what career(s) you’re interested in?  
· Do you have any specific goals you’re working towards? 

 
· What are you most excited about in high school?  
· What are you nervous about or do you have any concerns about going to high school? 
 
Advice 

· Do you have any advice for younger students to help them in middle school? 
· Do you have any advice for younger students to help them in the high school application 
process? 
· Is there anything else you’d like to share with me about the high school choice process 
or yourself? 
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· What would you say are the best high schools in the city?  
 · Why are they the best? 

· If they name high schools other than the ones they selected, PROBE:  
· Why didn’t you apply to these schools?  

 
· What would you say are the worst high schools? 
 · What makes them bad schools? 

· If they selected one of these high schools, PROBE: 
· Why did you apply to (insert)?  
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APPENDIX F 

 
HIGH SCHOOL SELECTION STUDY  

2008-09 8
th

 GRADE PARENT INTERVIEW PROTOCOL 

 
Note: The interviewer will have the parent’s completed 8th Grade Parent Survey and their child will have 
been interviewed. Also, note that these questions do not necessarily have to be asked in the order presented. 

 
Thank you very much for participating in our study about how 8th graders make their high 
school decisions. We have interviewed students and middle school counselors and we 
also think it is very important to have parents’ perspectives on the high school application 
process and their children’s education. 
 
Background 

First, I want to learn a little about you. 
1. How long have you lived in Philadelphia? 

• If for whole life: Have you always lived in South Philadelphia? What other parts 
of the city have you lived in? 

o Where did you go to high school? 
o How did you pick (high school)? 
o How did you like (high school)? 
o Can you tell me any similarities or differences you see between high 

schools in Philly from when you went to school and now? 
o Did you graduate? 

! Did you go to any school beyond high school? College or a 
vocational program or anything like that? (probe: Where? What 
program? When?) 

• If not for whole life: Where did you live before you moved to Philadelphia? How 
long did you live in (place)? 

o How long have you lived in Philadelphia? 
o Why did you move here? 
o Did you move here with anyone- or by yourself? (probe as appropriate) 
 
o What is the highest level of education you completed? 

! If graduated high school: Can you tell me a little about high 
school in (place)? 

• Did you apply to high schools? 
• Were there good and bad schools or were they all known 

as good or all bad? 
• How did you like high school? 
• What similarities or differences do you see between high 

schools in (place) and here in Philly? 
 

o If another country: Can you tell me about how the school system works in 
(country)?  

! How far do most students go in school? 
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! Is it different in different parts of the country—like urban v. rural? 
! What similarities and differences do you see between education in 

(country) and here in Philadelphia? 
 

2. Do you currently have a job? 
• Where?  
• What do you do?  
• What hours do you work? 
• Do you like your job? 
• If immigrant: Is this what you thought you would be doing when you came to the 

United States? 
o If no: What did you want to do or think you would do?  
o (probe as appropriate) 

 

3. What languages do you speak? 
• If (child) needs help in school, do they ask you or someone else? 
• Do you talk to (child) about school at all?  

o What do you talk about? 
o Do you give them any advice about school? 

 
• If more than English: 

• What language do you speak at home? 
• Do you feel comfortable going to (child)’s school? 
• If you went to (child’s name)’s school for a conference or meeting, what 

language would you speak? 
• Can you read forms that are sent home in English? 
• Do you think people’s legal status influences how involved they are in their 

child’s education? 
 
4. Who all lives with you?  

• If multiple children: Are any of your children older than (child)? 
o If yes: Where do or did they go to high school? 
o How did they pick (high school)? 
o How do you feel about (high school)? 

 
High schools 

5. When did you start thinking about where (child) would go to high school? 
• What made you start thinking about it? 

• Where did you get information about high schools? 

o PROBES: High School Book? 

! High School Fair? 

! Look online? 

! Talk to friends or family? 

! Talk to people at work? 

! Talk to anyone at (school)? Teachers, counselor, other? 

! Visit schools? 



 

  207 

• Where did you get the most helpful information? 

 
6. Did you consider any charter or private schools? 

• If no: Why not? 
• If yes: Which ones? How did you hear about (school)? Where did you get 

information? 
• Did (child) apply to any charter or private schools? 
• How likely—out of 10—do you think they are to get in? 

o Why? 
• How likely—out of 10—do you think it is that they’ll go to (school) next year? 

o Why? 
 
7. How important is it to you that (child) goes to a high school close to home? 
8. How important is it to you that (child) goes to a school where they know people? 
9. How important is it to you that (child) goes to a school with specific programs? 

• Which programs? 
10. How important is it to you that (child) goes to a “good school”? 

• Which high schools do you consider to be good? 
o Why? 

• Which high schools do you consider to be bad—or unacceptable? 
o Why? 

11. Do you have any other concerns about high schools? 
 
12. How did (child) come up with the schools to apply to? 

• Did they come up with the schools on their own? 
o Did you want them to do that or do you wish you were more involved? 

• Did you have any specific schools that you wanted (child) to apply to? 
o If yes: How did you know about (schools)? 

! What do you like about (schools)? 
! Did (child) apply to (school)? 
! Did (child) also want to go there? 

• Did anyone else help to pick (child)’s schools? 
o Who? (probe) 

• Do you feel like you and your child had enough information to pick high schools? 
o If not: What information do you think would be helpful? 
o If immigrant: Do you have any advice for how to help parents who don’t 

speak English to be involved in the high school process? 
! Do you think that people’s legal status influences how involved 

they are with their children’s school? (probe) 
 
13. Do you remember which schools (child) applied to?  
14. What chance do you think (child) has—out of 10—of getting into each school? 
 · Why? 
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15. Do you know what kind of criteria the high schools use to decide who to accept? 
 (eg- attendance, behavior, grades, test scores) 
16. Did you know that high schools use students’ seventh grade records to determine who 
to accept? 
 · What kind of grades did (child) have in seventh grade? 
 · Was s/he absent or late a lot in seventh grade? (How many times?) 
 · Was s/he ever suspended last year? 

· Do you know how s/he did on the PSSA? (Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, 
Advanced) 
· What about in eighth grade? Has any of the above improved or gotten worse? 
 
· If parent doesn’t know: Do you have a general sense of how (child) is doing in 
school? 
 · How do you know?  

 
17. We hope your child gets accepted at high schools, but if—for some reason—they 
don’t, how would you feel about them going to the neighborhood high school? 
 · Do you know anyone else who goes there? 

· Do you think they’d do well there? 
 · Would you consider other options? 
 · Is there anything you’d do to try and get them into the school they want? 
 
18. Is there anything you really like or dislike about the high school selection process? 
 · Is there anything you really like or dislike about Philadelphia public schools? 
 · Any suggestions? 
 
Future 

19. How far do you expect your child to go in school? 
20. Do you know what career(s) your child is interested in?  
21. Do you have any particular goals for them? 
 
Advice 

22. Do you have any advice for parents of younger students? 
23. Do you have any advice for parents about how to help their children prepare for high 
school? 
24. Do you have any advice for parents about where to get information about high 
schools?  
 
25. Is there anything else you’d like to share with me about the high school choice 
process, your child, or yourself? 
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APPENDIX G 

HGLM TABLES, USING SCHOOL FIXED EFFECTS 

 

ANYAPP, 04.22.10, using pooledparms_anyapp_fe

LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=12,160) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 0.27 0.223 0.338 <.0001

Asian 0.57 0.424 0.770 0.0002

Latino 0.51 0.427 0.610 <.0001

Other 0.23 0.129 0.416 <.0001

Female 1.44 1.268 1.646 <.0001

English-language-learner 0.81 0.627 1.036 0.0925

Special education 0.81 0.680 0.964 0.0175

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 2.09 1.797 2.431 <.0001

5 or fewer latenesses 0.95 0.830 1.096 0.5027

No out-of-school suspension 1.22 1.046 1.419 0.011

All As, Bs, and Cs in major subjects 2.12 1.730 2.603 <.0001

Math standardized test scores 1.22 1.115 1.338 <.0001

Reading standardized test scores 1.34 1.212 1.475 <.0001

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=12,160) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 0.74 0.569 0.960 0.0234

Asian 2.74 1.743 4.311 <.0001

Latino 0.41 0.321 0.512 <.0001

Other 0.39 0.176 0.854 0.0186

Female 2.38 1.987 2.847 <.0001

English-language-learner 0.83 0.581 1.181 0.297

Special education 0.97 0.772 1.211 0.7719

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 1.70 1.406 2.047 <.0001

5 or fewer latenesses 1.10 0.922 1.301 0.2991

No out-of-school suspension 1.58 1.301 1.926 <.0001

All As, Bs, and Cs in major subjects 3.35 2.604 4.311 <.0001

Math standardized test scores 1.61 1.436 1.803 <.0001

Reading standardized test scores 2.01 1.770 2.279 <.0001

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

 Table G.1 HGLM analysis of students' odds of high school application, using sending school 

fixed effects

Table G.2 HGLM analysis of students' odds of Tier 1 application, using sending school fixed 

effects

95% Confidence 

95% Confidence 
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LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=12,160) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 0.31 0.258 0.383 <.0001

Asian 0.20 0.150 0.264 <.0001

Latino 0.73 0.618 0.856 0.0001

Other 0.92 0.514 1.649 0.7809

Female 0.69 0.609 0.772 <.0001

English-language-learner 0.89 0.683 1.157 0.3809

Special education 0.70 0.590 0.836 <.0001

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 1.05 0.913 1.206 0.4958

5 or fewer latenesses 0.90 0.796 1.022 0.1042

No out-of-school suspension 0.92 0.793 1.067 0.2707

All As, Bs, and Cs in major subjects 0.97 0.844 1.110 0.6417

Math standardized test scores 0.92 0.854 0.992 0.0309

Reading standardized test scores 0.84 0.770 0.912 <.0001

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

95% Confidence 

Table G.3 HGLM analysis of students' odds of Tier 2 application, using sending school fixed 

effects

LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=9,130) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 1.28 1.045 1.558 0.017

Asian 1.26 0.963 1.638 0.093

Latino 0.68 0.569 0.816 <.0001

Other 1.77 0.941 3.315 0.076

Female 1.18 1.040 1.336 0.010

English-language-learner 2.60 1.948 3.463 <.0001

Special ed 1.23 1.018 1.496 0.032

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 1.87 1.606 2.189 <.0001

5 or fewer latenesses 1.67 1.454 1.913 <.0001

No out-of-school suspensions 1.40 1.188 1.656 <.0001

All As,Bs, and Cs in major subjects 2.28 1.946 2.663 <.0001

Math standardized test scores 1.36 1.255 1.480 <.0001

Reading standardized test scores 1.48 1.347 1.626 <.0001

Number of applications 2.00 1.868 2.148 <.0001

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

ANYACCEPT, 04.22.10, using pooledparms_anyapp_fe

Table G.4 HGLM analysis of students' odds of high school admission, using sending school 

fixed effects

95% Confidence 
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LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=9,130) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 2.21 1.710 2.845 <.0001

Asian 1.75 1.291 2.362 0.000

Latino 0.75 0.580 0.960 0.023

Other 1.74 0.800 3.763 0.163

Female 1.85 1.551 2.219 <.0001

English-language-learner 8.25 5.231 13.026 <.0001

Special ed 3.08 2.143 4.413 <.0001

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 2.95 2.243 3.869 <.0001

5 or fewer latenesses 1.71 1.413 2.067 <.0001

No out-of-school suspensions 2.65 1.931 3.629 <.0001

All As,Bs, and Cs in major subjects 4.75 3.594 6.289 <.0001

Math standardized test scores 1.97 1.732 2.235 <.0001

Reading standardized test scores 2.83 2.422 3.314 <.0001

Number of applications 1.53 1.408 1.666 <.0001

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

Table G.5 HGLM analysis of students' odds of Tier 1 admission & enrollment, using sending 

school fixed effects

95% Confidence 

LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=9,130) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 0.86 0.631 1.168 0.332

Asian 0.79 0.501 1.262 0.330

Latino 1.01 0.797 1.268 0.964

Other 1.30 0.578 2.937 0.524

Female 0.91 0.772 1.077 0.278

English-language-learner 2.23 1.524 3.266 <.0001

Special ed 0.83 0.648 1.057 0.130

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 1.66 1.359 2.034 <.0001

5 or fewer latenesses 1.51 1.262 1.802 <.0001

No out-of-school suspensions 1.45 1.173 1.787 0.001

All As,Bs, and Cs in major subjects 1.65 1.350 2.006 <.0001

Math standardized test scores 0.99 0.888 1.096 0.804

Reading standardized test scores 0.86 0.767 0.971 0.015

Number of applications 1.07 0.991 1.160 0.084

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

Table G.6 HGLM analysis of students' odds of Tier 2 admission & enrollment, using sending 

school fixed effects

95% Confidence 
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LEVEL 1: Student characteristics (n=9,130) Odds Ratio Lower Upper P-Value

Background

White 1.39 1.143 1.694 0.001

Asian 2.00 1.572 2.541 <.0001

Latino 0.51 0.401 0.646 <.0001

Other 1.30 0.696 2.412 0.415

Female 1.23 1.068 1.420 0.004

English-language-learner 2.12 1.518 2.975 <.0001

Special ed 1.80 1.393 2.328 <.0001

Seventh grade record

10 or fewer absences 1.43 1.168 1.757 0.001

5 or fewer latenesses 1.52 1.297 1.784 <.0001

No out-of-school suspensions 1.32 1.049 1.655 0.018

All As,Bs, and Cs in major subjects 1.41 1.149 1.721 0.001

Math standardized test scores 1.37 1.244 1.513 <.0001

Reading standardized test scores 1.79 1.599 2.001 <.0001

Number of applications 0.94 0.891 1.002 0.059

LEVEL 2: Sending school fixed effect (n=133)

95% Confidence 

Table G.7 HGLM analysis of students' odds of admission & enrollment at first choice high 

school, using sending school fixed effects
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