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PLAYBOY ENTERPRISES, INC.

Mr. Sunao Okada

Shueisha Publishing Company
2-15-10 Fujimi

Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 102, Japan

DearMr. Okada:

AtlastI am able to respond to your request concerning Takeshi Kaiko, the author
whom we discussed during my last visit to Japan. First, [ have read most of the material (in
English) that you gave to me. I find the work, especially “Darkness in Summer,” completely
fascinating. He seems to tell a story with great depth, to create the extraordinary from the
ordinary.

[ have passed along the material, and my comments, to the American Playboy
editors and am sure they will answer you directly or through me very soon. Meanwhile I
would be most grateful when an English translation appears of his latest works, including
the report on Vietnam, if you could send a copy to me.

[ loo forward to seeing you again soon and renewing our friendship. As you can
imagine we are quite busy with the starting of new editions of Playboy in Spain and

Australia, but I hope to be in Japan again before the end of this year.

Best regards,
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(signature, Lee Hall)
Lee Hall
Vice President
/ep International Publishing
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December 30, 1981

Mr. Tom Engelhardt
Pantheon Books

201 East 50t Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Engelhardt:

It has been almost six months since | heard about your interest in Mr. Takeshi
Kaiko’s work during my stay in Japan. Since I returned to this country in mid-September, I
have been totally occupied with a project of writing my own book (on the Yoshiwara). It is
entirely my fault not to have written to you earlier and I do hope I am not too late to
rekindle your interest in Mr. Kaiko’s work.

[ enclose herewith, my translation of three short stories by Takeshi Kaiko: The Duel,
The Crumbled Ball, and Building a Shell Mound. Mr. Kaiko was the first recipient in 1980 of
the newly established prestigious Kawabata Prize for Short Stories for The Crumbled Ball
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(1978). I have translated five more stories, all not yet introduced to the English speaking
world. Eight stories should be more than enough to make a very nice collection. The
reason [ have not done anything about it is, the introductory chapter [ wrote for the
original idea for six stories is about six years old and requires much updating.

If you are interested in seeing the introduction and other stories (which can stand
reworking) as they are, I shall be very happy to send them to you. At the moment, I cannot
spare my time to work on them, unless someone shows enough interest in publishing a
volume of Kaiko’s collected short fiction. I will set aside all other work and concentrate on
such a volume if you are willing to publish it.

Mr. Kaiko told me in his last letter of early this month that a German film company
read my translation of his Darkness in Summer and asked for film rights. It is extraordinary
that a book that came out in 1973 - a very moody plotless piece which will make it difficult
for film making - should draw a film maker’s attention now. [ was delighted to hear the
good news. In the same letter, Mr. Kaiko told me that he recently received the Kikuchi Prize
on the past 15 years of outstanding work in reportage literature. He is truly an outstanding
writer, very powerful yet sensitive, with a superb power of observation and magic of words.
Unfortunately, he is not a slick story teller and his short stories lack the kind of plot
ordinary non-literary readers seek. Nevertheless, I feel that his work should be read more
in this country.

[ shall be very appreciative of your comment on the enclosed three stories. If you
decide not to use them, [ would appreciate your returning them to me. Thank you very
much for your courtesy. [ wish you a very happy and prosperous New Year.

Sincerely,

Cecilia Segawa Seigle
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