Problem Prevention Classes

Puppy Problem Preveution

Beginning in September of 1993,
the Relavior Clinic at the Velerinary
Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania (VHUP) will be offering a
4-week course in preventing behavior
problems in puppies. These classes were
sturted in response to the demand by pei
owners and velerinarians for early puppy
training. They were designed after a pre-
timinary study done at VHUP deter-
mined that working with pups at an early
age could decrease behavioral com-
plaints.

The classes will be held on four
consecurive Saturdays with euach session
lasting | 1/2 hours. They will be no
larger than six puppies in order 1o give
individualized attention. The class is tai-
lored to young puppies. Al the start of
the sessions pups need ta be af least
seven neeks ol age and nn older than siv
montfis of age.

Each mecting will feaiure puppy
play periods where puppy communica-
non andl normal behavior wifl be dis-
cusscd. The small class size will allow

Treadmill Exains
Provide Interesting
Insights

New Bolton Center’s Jeffords
Treadhimill Facility has provided some
tnteresting irsights into the causcs of
ponr performance of the equine athlete.
“To date, we have examined 103 horses
and have found some unusual reasons for
the drop in performance.” explained Dr.
Benson Martin, director of the facility.
“We diagnosed an aortic thrombosis tn
one harsc brought 1o us for poor perfor-
mance. and several horses with ventricu-
lar premalture coniraciions or atrial fibril-
lation. These results were unexpected.”

The high speed treadmill permits
exdmination of a horse while running at
top speed. New Bolton Center specialists
have an array of sophisticated djagnostic
lools available 1o examine the anunal
while pertforming. lieart monitors and

problems and guestions to be addressed
in a timely manner when 1t can make the
biggest difference. The last session will
focus on anticipating ang preventing
common behavioral problems that
develop al fater ages.

Problewn Prevention and
Socialization

In response 1o repeated requests
from welterinarians, animal shelters, and
pet owners, the Behavioral Clinic at the
Vetcrinary {lospital of the University of
Pennsylvania (VHUP) is offering a 4-
part socialization and problem preven-
tion ¢lass for dogs over six months of
age

These sessions will be held on four
consecutive Salurdays with the exception
of Thanksgiving week. each lasting 1 1/2
hours. Small classcs of no more than six
dogs will allow for individual attention
10 cach owner's specific problems.

Common concerns such as house-
breaking. nutrition. disease prevention,
leash mannets. appropriate play behav-
ior. selecting the right obedience class

radiolelemetric elecirocardiograms giv-
ing precise readings while the horse 1&
exercising at specd can detect cardiac
arrhythmias. A videoendoscope allows
for visual examination of the upper air-
way while the horse is exercising al
speed. This grcutly assists in identitying
dynamic upper airway abnormalities.

*'We can also do blood gas analyss
and muscle enzyme analysis during or
Just right afier the animal has been exer-
cised.” said Dr. Martin. “This resulis in
more accurale values and may help us in
determining why the animal’s perlor-
mance has decreased.” Dr. Martin
explained that these diagnostic proce-
dures have shown a higher incidence of
subclinical “tying up.”

The treadmill 1s also used for 1itness
testing, high speed lameness examina-
tions ind a treadmill exercise program
for horses being brought back into train-
ing.

“The Jeffords Treadmill Facility has
opened many diagnoslic avenues. " rard

for you. and leash/collar choice will be
discussed. The last sesston will focus on
understanding and handling early signs
of behavioral problems, particularly
aggression.

Reservations Are Necessary!?
Reserve Early
September Series

Il Sept.. 18 Sept.. 25 Sept.. 2 Ocl.
Oclober Series

16 Oct., 23 et 30 Oct., 6 Nov.
November Serits

20 Nov..4 Dec.. 11 Dec., 18 Dec.

The cosl for al! four 1 1/2 hour sussions
is $100. Ask for a discoustt voucher
when adopling a dog from humane soci-
eties or the SPCA. The cost with the
vaucher 1s $50 for abl four 1 1/2 hour
sessions.

tor information und/or reservations,
please call:

Dr. Karen Overall

Behavior Clinic/VHLUI?
215-898-3347

Dr. Martin. “*We can now observe and
test the animal under high speed condi-
tions and suited 1o their perforinance
careers (racing, thnee-day, show. etc. ),
and this provides a more accurale piclure
of the horse’s physical candition. We are
very excited hy the enhanced diagnostic
capabilities as they allow us to more
completely evaluate Ihe patient’s cardio-
vascular, respiratory. and musculoskele-~
lal systems a1 speed.”
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