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The 2002 Rush Shippen Huidekoper Society
Dinner, which recognized Penn Veterinary
Medicine’s most generous donors and friends
during the 2001-02 fiscal year, was held on
November 2 at the Independence Seaport
Museum at Penn’s Landing in Philadelphia. It
was a wonderful evening as the School’s alum-
ni, grateful clients, and other friends came
together to celebrate Penn Veterinary Medicine.

The dinner also brought together Oppor-
tunity Scholarship student recipients and their
donors/mentors. Established in 1998, the
Opportunity Scholarship Program fosters
scholarship support and mentoring opportuni-
ties by pairing a donor, who commits to giving
$2,500 per year for four years—a total of
$10,000—to a single student, who is selected
based on strong academic qualifications and
financial need. More than 30 students attended
this year’s dinner, and Nathan D. Harvey, V’03,
spoke movingly on behalf of them when he
thanked the donors/mentors for their generous
support of the students’ veterinary educations.

According to Nate, having grown up in New
Hampshire near his grandfather’s dairy farm, he
has always had the dream of attending veteri-
nary school and returning to New England to
practice dairy medicine. He looks forward to
taking what he has learned at Penn about pro-

gressive production medicine, and applying it in
the context of the important lessons and values
that he learned working on his family’s farm.
Nate emphasized that he could not have
achieved these goals without the tremendous
generosity of the School’s alumni, and he
expressed particular gratitude toward Benson B.

Martin, Jr., V’80, associate professor of equine
sports medicine at New Bolton Center, his
Opportunity Scholarship donor and mentor.
Nate concluded his remarks with his plan to give
back to students following in his footsteps by
funding an Opportunity Scholarship himself.

The dinner’s special guest, University Presi-
dent Judith Rodin, C’66, was unable to attend
in person, however she recorded a message on
video that was shown at the dinner (see page
18 for her remarks). “On Any Given Day,” a
new 15-minute video that follows a day in the
life of New Bolton Center, was also shown at
the dinner. The video helps to mark New
Bolton Center’s 50th anniversary, and showcas-
es the high-level of research, teaching, and clin-
ical service that occurs everyday on campus.

Named after the first dean of the School of
Veterinary Medicine, the Rush Shippen
Huidekoper Society recognizes those donors
who contribute $1,000 or above to the School
in the fiscal year. The generosity of the School’s
alumni and friends advances the School’s mis-
sion to better the health and welfare of animals
and humans. For information to support Penn
Veterinary Medicine, visit the Alumni & Friends
web site at <http://alumni.vet.upenn.edu> or
contact Joshua E. Liss at (215) 898-1481 or via
e-mail at <lissj@vet.upenn.edu>.

2002 Rush Shippen Huidekoper Society Dinner
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Sheri Vinciguerra, John A. Vinciguerra, V’03, Lawrence
A. Rebbecchi, Jr., V’90, and Kelly Rebbecchi.

William J. Solomon, V’68, and Amelia L. Ruzzo, GEX’99.James V. Stewart, V’68, Brenda Lewis Stewart, V’70,
Leslie C. McLaughlin, V’06, and Marilyn B. Weber, V’75.

Midge Leitch, V’73, Jill Beech, V’72, and Kathleen
Crompton.

Lauren M. Greene, V’06, and Charles W. Raker, C’41
V’42.

Laura Richardson, Anne F. Thorington, and Dean W.
Richardson.

Peter H. Craig, V’55 G’58, Suzanne J. Smith, V’82, and
Brooke Moore, V’05.

Karena Joung, V’03, James S. Reid, V’62, and Nan Reid.
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Class of 2006 Opportunity Scholarship Recipients and Donors/Mentors: Standing: Patrick J. Ford, V’06,
Michelle H. Patrick, V’06, Marilyn B. Weber, V’75, Leslie C. McLaughlin, V’06, Kristina N. Willoughby,
V’06, Midge Leitch, V’73, Christin L. Veeder, V’06, Charles W. Raker, C’41 V’42, Lauren M. Greene, V’06,
Nadine A. Salomon, V’06, Dean W. Richardson, James V. Stewart, V’68, and William J. Solomon, V’68.

Class of 2005 Opportunity Scholarship Recipients and
Donors/Mentors: Standing: David P. Martin, V’66, Ulrike Martin,
Andrew P. Nebzydoski, V’84, Patricia A. Morgan, V’85, and Peter H.
Craig, V’55 G’58. Seated: Mary Ellen Hennessey, V’05, Diana Chang,
V’05, Brooke Moore, V’05, and Suzanne J. Smith, V’82.

Class of 2004 Opportunity Scholarship Recipients and Donors/Mentors: Back
Row: Stephen M. Godin, V’04, Patrick T. Dubbs, V’04, Robert M. Kuhar, V’04,
Gary Egrie, V’04, and Dean Richardon. Front Row: James V. Stewart, V’68,
Brenda Lewis Stewart, V’70, Vivian M. Orita, V’04, Kara A. Ballek, V’04, Anne F.
Thorington, and Marie Haddock, V’04.

Class of 2003 Opportunity Scholarship Recipients and Donors/Mentors: Robert W. Stewart,
Sr., V’68, Mary McMahon Stewart, PT’66, Amy L. Hinze, V’03, Lara F. Sylvester, V’03, Christo-
pher T. Ryan, V’03, Birthe Detweiler, David K. Detweiler, C’41 V’42 G’49, Lawrence A. Rebbec-
chi, Jr., V’90, Kelly Rebbecchi, John A. Vinciguerra, V’03, Nan Reid, Nathan D. Harvey, V’03,
James S. Reid, V’62, and Karena Joung, V’03.

Gary Egrie, V’03, Stephen M. Godin, V’04, and Patrick T. Dubbs, V’04. Mary McMahon Stewart, PT’66, Robert W. Stewart, Sr., V’68, Amy Hinze, V’03, and Raymond
Patsch.
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Good evening. While I am unfortunately
unable to join you in person this evening at the
Independence Seaport Museum, thanks to

modern technology,
I can share some of
my own thoughts
with you as we cele-
brate Penn Veteri-
nary Medicine and
its record of wonder-
ful excellence.

By every measura-
ble standard in teach-

ing, research, and care, Penn’s School of Veteri-
nary Medicine is among the best in the world.
Admittedly, some of my own standards are
somewhat subjective and based on my personal
experiences and observations. Our family’s
beloved dog, Butterfinger, received outstanding
care at VHUP. For that alone, Penn Veterinary

Medicine will always hold a special place in my
heart.

I also had the pleasure of touring the Scott
Sports Medicine Building at New Bolton
Center, an amazing facility that gives Penn the
inside post position in equine sports medicine,
service, teaching and research.

And I know from the time I have spent with
Dean Alan Kelly and our outstanding faculty
and students that the road to major discoveries
and breakthroughs in clinical research and care
will pass through the Veterinary School at Penn.

But I am also aware that it takes the time
and talent and resources of our alumni and
volunteers and grateful clients to keep the Vet-
erinary School and its two campuses moving in
the right direction.

I am happy to report that this past year was
one of the best ever for fundraising. The Veteri-
nary School ranked fifth among the 18 schools

and centers at Penn for new gifts and commit-
ments, which surpassed $13.6 million. I was
especially pleased that the new Teaching and
Research Building received the lion’s share of
the School’s gift support last year.

With $7.5 million to count on, University
Trustees have given the official go-ahead for the
building, and I know that Dean Kelly and his
team are hard at work on finding the right
architect to move this project forward.

By 2006 our Veterinary School facility will
have it all. It will provide state-of-the-art class-
rooms and group study areas for our students.
It will house the finest laboratories for faculty
to study infectious disease, cancer, medical
genetics, and germ cell biology. Rising at least
five stories over University Avenue, this new
building will establish a dramatic presence for
the Veterinary School.

However, a great university is more than
state-of-the-art buildings and much more than
the sum of its outstanding research centers and
professional and graduate schools.

What makes Penn great is how these differ-
ent parts work together to boost our intellectu-
al firepower. A dynamic and collaborative spirit
permeates our whole campus. For example a
faculty member from the Veterinary School is
always just a short walk away from partnering
with colleagues from the Medical School, the
Wistar Institute, and Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia.

We have veterinary students who earn dual
degrees at Wharton or pursue doctorates at one
of the more than 500 laboratories located
throughout the campus. These opportunities
for synergy set Penn and the School of Veteri-
nary Medicine well apart from our peers.

But these synergies are not restricted to
Dean Kelly, the faculty, or our remarkable stu-
dents. You are a critical part of our synergistic
swagger. Your philanthropic support strength-
ens the School’s ability to fight disease while
saving lives and improving the health of all ani-
mals, large and small, including Homo sapiens.

Whether you funded scholarships, physical
plant improvements, faculty research, or unre-
stricted support to meet current and pressing
needs, you have kept the Veterinary School on
its upward trajectory.

On behalf of the University of Pennsylvania,
I thank you for all that you do to sustain and
promote the best School of Veterinary Medi-
cine in the world.

Remarks by Judith Rodin at the 2002 Rush Shippen Huidekoper Society Dinner

Dean Alan M. Kelly visited Ethel Carruth
at her home in Houston to present her with
the School’s Bellwether Medal, given to
honor the School’s most loyal supporters.
Mrs. Carruth, a 1943 graduate of Penn’s
School of Education, and her late husband,
Buddy, a 1942 graduate of the Wharton
School, have supported the University and
the School for many years. In 1992 they
established the Ethel G. and Allen H.
Carruth Dean’s Scholarship at the School.
Most recently, Mrs. Carruth made a gift for a
laboratory in the new Teaching and Research

Building. The laboratory will be for the
Center for Infectious Diseases and Food
Safety Research.

On their ranch in Texas, the Carruths
bred and raised Santa Gertrudis Cattle, and
Mr. Carruth served for many years as the
chairman of the Houston Lifestock Show
and Rodeo. Both were very active with the
Houston SPCA. Mrs. Carruth continues to
be closely involved with the Houston Zoo
and is particularly interested in the role it
plays in protecting endangered species.

Ethel Carruth receives Bellwether Medal
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