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Briefly Noted

Stuart M. Blumin, with photographs by Hansi Durlach The
Short Season of Sharon Springs: Portrait of an American
Village. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1980. 128 pp.
$19.95 (cloth).

This book represents a collaborative effort between a
professional photographer and a historian to present
“an account in words and pictures” of the growth, de-
cline, and continued survival of a small health spa
and village in upstate New York. The text is organized
into three sections covering the history of the village
and spa and one final section describing the commu-
nity today. Historical photographs and some originals
by Durlach are incorporated as illustrations loosely
tied to the text. The written account is preceded by
16 full-page untitled photos by Durlach and followed
by 30 more images grouped in a section entitled
“Portrait of a Village.” The text is strongest where it
chronicles the evolution of this rural community but
clearly falters in its description of contemporary life.
Its lack of focus seems in no small part due to its pro-
fessed intent to convey “the importance of the partic-
ular" while avoiding generalization. The greatest
weakness lies in the photographic end of the ac-
count, however. The images are uneven and unex-
ceptional and as a group provide no coherent view of
the spa, the village, or the people. In addition there
seems little coordination between photographs and
text or photographer and historian. The student of vis-
ual communication or the sociological uses of photog-
raphy will find this to be another example of the sim-
ple combination of separate efforts in different media
with no guiding conception of the relative value of
each record as a source of data.

Elizabeth Edwars and Lynne Williamson World On A Glass
Plate: Early Anthropological Photographs from the Pitt Rivers
Museum, Oxford. Oxford: Pitt Rivers Museum. 42 pp., 39
halftone illustrations. N.P.

World on a Glass Plate is a sampler from the glass
plate collection owned by the Pitt Rivers Museum in
Oxford. The photographs are early examples of im-
ages taken by travelers, professional photographers,
anthropologists, and missionaries. Because we are
sufficiently removed by time, the photographs provide

us with an opportunity to see the conventions of rep-
resentation of the time and to ponder how we see the
world through the eye of the photographer and how
much the presentational styles of people in front of
the camera have changed. The book teases the
scholar of photography into wanting to further explore
this vast collection.

Sally Henderson and Robert Landau Billboard Art.
Introduction by David Hockney. San Francisco: Chronicle
Books, 1981. 112 pp., 247 illustrations. $9.95.

Much can be learned about the nature of industrial
society from an examination of one of its peculiarly
characteristic institutions: advertising. This book
presents a lively and profusely illustrated history of
visual advertising in public spaces, in particular of the
billboard—the poster of the automobile age. The text
and pictures trace advertising art from the nineteenth
century on, concentrating on the large outdoor signs
of the 1950s through the 1970s and making clear the
enormous amount of interplay between “fine” and
“commercial” art, in which each can be detected in
the style and content of the other.

We are not surprised to find nineteenth-century ad-
vertising posters in art galleries, but we are less
ready to view the gigantic billboards along the Sunset
Strip in Los Angeles as art. But that too will probably
happen. As David Hockney says in his Introduction,
“Sunset Boulevard is fun to drive through when you
know the billboards change every month. It's sort of
like a little gallery to drive down. The interesting ones
are made to be seen at twenty miles per hour—you
have to take them in at that speed.”

Carol Beckwith and Tepilit Ole Saitoti Maasai. New York:
Harry N. Abrams, 1980. 276 pp.

This mammoth book (10%2 x 13% X 1% inches) on the
Maasai, nomadic herders of Kenya, East Africa,
presents a still-appealing vision of the noble savage: a
way of life—mobile and close to nature—conducted by
a people whose motivations and activities are seem-
ingly so unrelated to our civilization that it is difficult to
realize they are our contemporaries. Sequentially orga-
nized according to the phases of the life cycle—youth,
circumcision, warriors, and elders—with a descriptive
narrative by an educated Maasai and handsomely pho-
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tographed by an American artist, Carol Beckwith, this
book can be viewed as a great leap forward in the
evolution of the ethnographic picture book. Perhaps its
apotheosis. The photographer followed the Maasai for
almost 2 years and captured a remarkable range of
scenes that vary in atmospheric tone, social tempo,
physical action, and emotional effect. The key achieve-
ment, perhaps because of her long stay, is that the
Maasai appear totally absorbed in their own experi-
ences. This self-absorption and the physical beauty of
this elegantly unclothed people induce in the viewer an
intense sense of participation and lends an aura of nat-
uralness to situations otherwise strange or even repug-
nant. The distinctive articulation of social roles for the
male warrior and supportive woman played out in the
pictures is all the more poignant because, recognizing
the ongoing encroachment of farming and urban peo-
ple, the Maasai author sees that his people must
change. He closes the book with a plea to the national
government and to the reader-at-large that the Maasai
retain a fair share of their assets while making the transi-
tion to written deeds, immobility, and another kind of
education.

Eugene C. Burt An Annotated Bibliography of the Visual Arts
of East Africa. Traditional Arts of Africa Series. Bloomington:
Indiana University Press, 1980. $20.00

The more than 2000 concisely annotated entries in this
bibliography represent books, periodical articles, and
archival documents relating to material culture in
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda, and among the Ma-
konde of Mozambique. A section on East Africa (Gen-
eral) precedes the four regional lists of entries. In this
body of the bibliography each entry contains a full bib-
liographic citation and an indication of the degree to
which the work cited addresses the topic of material
culture. Three indexes are provided: a broad subject
index of only 30 categories, an author index giving the
names of every author connected with any cited work,
and a culture index in which the author has striven to
provide a standardized set of names for the various
tribes, nations, or cultures in the region, with cross-ref-
erences from variant spellings. The art of East Africa
should be less neglected in studies of African art now
that Burt's bibliography is available to researchers.
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Chicago of the beholder. ..

GOOD COMPANY
Douglas A. Harper

Harper, sociologist and photographer, details the typical experiences
of tramp life through an engaging blend of narrative and original
photographs. His account of his own first-hand journey into the tramp
world provides a new perspective on this American subculture.

Giving a unique depth and vivid reality to the accompanying

text, the fifty-two candid photographs enrich our understanding

and appreciation of a vanishing way of life.

Cloth  $20.00 184 pages Illus.

EXPLORING SOCIETY

PHOTOGRAPHICALLY
Edited by Howard S. Becker

This volume presents studies combining the disciplines of photography and
sociology and reflecting diverse scientific and artistic stances. Models of how
photographic sociological studies can be made, these pieces both explore the
problems inherent in such enterprises and display the most significant results of such
attempts. The twelve projects presented provide a point of departure for anyone
concerned with the use of visual means to understand the social world.

Distributed for the Mary and Leigh Block Gallery, Northwestern University
Paper $10.00 96 pages 80 black-and-white photographs

ICON AND CONQUEST

A Structural Analysis of the
lllustrations of de Bry’s “‘Great Voyages”’

Bernadette Bucher
Translated by Basia Miller Gulati

Analyzing a selection of sixteenth-century European engravings of New World
Indians, Bucher demonstrates the existence of a nonverbal mythology tacitly

wrought by the Europeans to resolve contradictions posed by their conquest of the {
Americas. ‘
*Chicago Original $20.00 238 pages

*First edition paperbacks in a durable format —sewn bindings, wrap-around covers,
acid-free paper —that permits lower prices for specialized works of original research
and scholarship.

HISTORY OF BOURGEOIS PERCEPTION
Donald M. Lowe

Relying on the insights of phenomenology and Marxism, Lowe studies perceptual
transformation in the modern West, from the bourgeois society of the late eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries to the bureaucratic society of controlled consumption in

the twentieth century.

‘.. .the chapter on the twentieth century revolution of perception is simply

brilliant, the most original thing I have seen in that area since Mumford’s work of
the 1940s.””—Hayden White

Cloth $20.00 216 pages
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