Small Animal Veterinary Acupuncture

Practiced {n China for moie than 4,000 yearn,
acupuncture recently has been accepted by Wesiern
medicme und veterinary medicine &s an additional
avenue of tizatment. Dr. Mcredith L. Snader, a
practitioner from Chester Springs. Pennsylvania
explained that in China acupunciure treatment s
commonly wsed 1 treal disease in humans, food
animals, horses and beasis of busdin.

Acupuncture s deeply 1ooted im Chinesephiloso-
phy. It is thought thai the body, tts organs and their
fueuction intesact and react 1o cach othey (o matitaiu
a kalance, **yin yang,'' and that discase qosalis when
tiris balance 15 upset, The Chinese believe that
acupuncture can he used o manipulate the body's
basit dynumic energy to 1edirect its flow and restore
the balance, Elaboratecbartsshowing the acupuue-
ture peints fos the differcni oigan systems wese
developed. l.ocatlon of the acupunciaze points is
based on the ancieni belief i the body’s enerpy flow
and the orgun inleraction.

Resparchers have found that the designnted #cu
puncture points huve distinctly different electricai
properties. They show a diminshed efectrical resis-
tance, and they have 8 gester density of neucarecep-
ton than adlacent tissue. Mast of the poimts arc acasr
major aesve trunks and manipulation can have an
effect on diffcrent uscas of the budy. Res=arch %s
shown thyt scupubatiwe siimulation, even 3 single
needle insestion, excites pecve cells and synafses in
the ypina! velusne that have nn inhibtory cffect on
pain, Pain sensations are blocked out by stimulating
an acupuncture posnt. It haa deen shown that
acupuncrure causen cells in the brain and the Spinal
column to praduce ceriam morphine-like, pankilling
substances, und thit stimulation of specific ncupunc:
ture points can inérease the production of horinanes,
it has also heen demonnizated thaj acupuncture cau
chuage the level of white blood cells in the body. The
mechastism ot these phenornena s nut Jearly under-

stood and research is conanuing in an etfort to
oxpldin it.

Thetruditional loo!s olthe acupuncturlst are fIne,
dul! needles, mngng in length trom /4 to B inches.
they are made of steel, silver, or gold, depending on
ihelr burpase, The needles are inserted at the peing

or points and then inanipuluted either slawly or fast,
depending on the desired effect. Because the necdles
are dull, they push the tissue spart and little or no
blceding results from the insertion, Qther acupunc-
ture tools are tiny gold beads which are fnserted
under the skin. or small stee) bally which are tuped 1o
an area (0 psavide pressure. The coatempoyary
Acupuncturist atso utilizes ¢leciric current. lases
beams and ulurasound. Injectinm of ot O water
msy also be used. 1nwmine casey, the needles may be
hesited.

Dr. Snader sasd that scupucciure cun be used in
placz ol anesihesia. and that the Chinese ¢employ i
for such complex procedunes as oper hesst surgery.
However. such use is limited in aimals as they will
not «[ay in one postion too Jong. Also a prest
number of people sre neded menilsulute the necdles,
hold down the animal, anid perform the surgery.

In Wesiern veterinary medlclne acupimetuse s not
used for treatmewt of viryl o becierial iufectlons.
Rather it is cmployed lot chronic pain problems
which bave sol respoaded 10 Other treatments such s
dcugs or surgery.

Freguently it is a treatnent tor horses with
lumene<s problemy. Dr. Snader apdies it with sucass
for dogs and a3 with arthritis. dogs with hemiated
discs aad for animaly which fave ciirorge bouts of
bloanng (witheut touesion). h has deen used to
coutol lick granuloma. ¢pilepsy and Lo 1rea Megi=-
sophagus in the dag. Dr. Seuder explained thai the
Chiire= acupunciute chants do not melutle chiagts for
dogs, these were daveloped recently by Western
veierizarians by truusfereing kirowh acVpuncISTe
potit locations (0 the nnstomy of the canine. The
majariry of Dr, Snader's paticinty are horses, though
she treas a Zood number of Jois and cats. .
Snader is the executive dltzetar ¢fthetaternational
Acupunature Society, a world-wide organleation for
veteninarians with wbout 200 meinbes.

Threat of Rabies Puts
Livestock at Risk

A dramaiic rine o enirhal rabies cases in the
Philadelphin suburbs posk a serious thieal to unvae-
cinnied domestic llvestock and owners should be
centaiu tv have their animals inoculated against the
rfatal disease, n University of Pennsylvania
veterinarlan warns.

**We are secing an alarsming number of cases Lhis
year Of larm amimngls with rabies," said Jonarhan
Palmer, assistasi prafessor of mediciae 2 Pemin’s
[arge Aaisul Hospital a1 New Bolton Center in
Chester County. ** Just as owness of cats and dogs are
uized to vaccinate thelr pets agaiust rabies, owtkrs of
horses, cows And sheep ate reaninded to do the same,*’

Hances, cattle und sheep shovld de vachnated al
three or fout months of age, apd again when they ase
ayearold. The aninuily require booster shots every
year,

Palmer said that livestock guperally contiact afoim
of rubics known as the '*dumb form.”” Unlike the
“*Funous form.’* where affecied animals exhibit very
aggressive behmylor, snintals with thedumb fonndo
not show such marked symptoms.

“Liveqiock with rabies will ususlly sppear de-
pressedd ™ Pylmer saild, " The animals will not shaw
nannal aciivity, and it ts vesy ¢lear they are sick.
While they may not bite. they still may shed the virus
and Jremanibly Limnsmis it t0 humans and other
livesaock. ™

tf the horse or cow develops the Jaas cammon
fusious furm, it MBY bexume vVeTy Excitable and
utiysually aggressive te people and other livestack.

Osiwee rabirx has been dirgnosed, the annnab tseunt

te deatroyed. Palmer suid,

**1t is impeartans lor those m the ivestock mditstey
to tealize that vacciaasing livestock not only pstiects
prole. but gunrds against losses among their valua-
ble anitnals.'’ he said.
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